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The Number of Pediatricians per Population under 15 Years Old is Strongly Correlated
with the Self-Sufficiency Rate of Hospitalization of the Children
in Each of 21 Secondary Areas of Medical Services in Hokkaido

Akira Ehara
Department of Public Health Sciences, Graduate School of Medicine, Hokkaido University

The self-sufficiency rates of hospitalization of the children in 21 secondary areas of medical services in
Hokkaido were analyzed. Each area had a sufficiency rate from 46.2% to 95.2%. Contrary to anticipation, the
areas with fewer than 10 pediatricians do not necessarily have low rates, however, the rate was strongly corre-
lated with the number of pediatricians per population under 15 years old as follows ;

(Self-sufficiency rate of hospitalization, %)=40.3 +48.8 * logi, (Number of pediatricians per 10,000 popula-
tion under 15 years old).

Shortage of hospital supply for children is severe in the place where the number of pediatricians per child
population is low.




